


SYNOPSIS

Dreams of Chonta follows the story of
Diego Obregon, an Afro-Colombian
musician who came to the United States
16 years ago in search of his dreams. He
made the ultimate sacrifice by leaving his
family behind and living a solitary life. &

This is not just another immigrant story focused on terror, inequity and policy;
this is a story about the hopes and dreams of an artist, the only ambassador of
his music and his culture in NYC. People have never been this close to the life of
an undocumented immigrant who's struggles go beyond himself and his
family to create a bridge between two worlds. This story honors the wealth and

the ripples of change that immigration creates.

The film is driven by Diego's musical talent, the heartbeat of the Pacific coast of
Colombia, filled with the marimba of Chonta, the Cununo and the Bombo
drums, rarely heard outside of his region. Over the course of 10 years, we follow
Diego in New York and his family on the other side of the continent giving a
unique and intimate view of the immigrant experience. The viewer is
transported through extreme contrasts on a journey of a man determined to

change his life against all odds.
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odern day Odyssey
with an artist at _;_'ts core”

-
HORTENSE GERARDO '
Writer and Anthropologist

FREDDY CASTIBLANCO
er of Terraza 7 in Jackson Heights, NY
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Director / Producer

Executive producers

Principal cast

Writer / Editor

Cinematography

Music

Sound Mix

Graphic

Documentary
87 min.

2019

Spanish and English

DCP - 2K, 16:9, Color
Monica Cohen

Meyer Cohen, Fanny

Diego Obregén, Dia
Obregoén (Francho

Dani Obregén an
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DIRECTOR S STATEMENT

With the 2016 elections putting Trump’s




MONICA COHEN

(Director/Producer)

Passionate Colombian filmmaker and music composer dedicated to
social documentaries focusing on art and culture, Monica is the
owner and founder of The Boom House Productions, a video and
music production house based in Boston, MA. Monica moved to
New York City in 2010 and since then has collaborated in a wide
variety of video and film projects as a Director, a Producer, a DP and
sometimes even as a sound mixer and a music composer. She
moved to Boston in 2015 where she recently Directed and Produced
a short documentary film, Boston “s Latin Quarter. She co-produced
My Name is Pedro, an award winning documentary film that
premiered in Woodstock Film Festival in 2016 and continues to
create powerful pieces rooted in storytelling sparking important
conversations that put culture and art in the center of social

transformation and human connection.




CECILIA PRESTAMO
(Writer/Editor)

Cecilia Prestamo is a Boston based video editor with more than 20

years of experience in documentary photo-journalism. A first

eneration Cuban exile, she started her career as a classical pianist.

‘_',,.-she went on to craft stories as a newspaper photojournalist, photo
editor, projects editor, and video editor. This diverse background
provides a unique skill set for her work as a video editor in

documentary and narrative projects.




build a compl '; web of influence throughout the film.
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ARTISTIC APPROACH
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This documentary cfeﬁes a beautlfu‘fé%lance between interviews and verité
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moments like Diego cooklng fish, smglng, dancing and drinking whiskey, Diana
. | T . ) o , A
(Diego’s wife) and her childr g out in the neighborhood in Cali at night
to drink a beer and dance witt friends at the corner store, Diego giving a 5 :
WOkahQP about h‘I‘s music at Berklee College of Music in Boston, Francho and

alfVaas o

Michelle ;(Dlegos kids) rehearsing with their tradltloriand hlp hgp band
t

Back Diamond or Diego unwrapping the CD that.took him 8 years to

finish with his good friend and owner of Terraza 7 Freddy. All these

scenes are intended to give the viewer an intimate look into the life of -~

Diego, a two sided look into the immigrant experience in a way that it
has never been done before. Diego and his family represent the everyday ...
heroes, the 11 million immigrants in America, the families that are left

behind that depend on these brave, life changing and painful decisions.
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